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IRISH MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, 

1S98. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY 
GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, K.G., 
&c., &c., See., 


Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 


May it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at a distance from their own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables, which set forth the 
information on the subject obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers by the 
enumerators of agricultural statistics, are in continuation of those presented annually 
since the year 1880, and are comparable with the statistics of Migratory Labourers 
published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1S41. 

It appears from the Tables that there were in June of this year 17,902 persons, 
or 3‘8 per 1,000 of the population according to the Census of 1891, who had either left 
or intended to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers else- 
where : of these, 2.89S had not left their homes at the time of the enumeration. The 
corresponding number for 1897 was 16,237, showing an increase of 1,G65 in the present 
year. 

As in previous Reports, the chief points of interest with regard to migratory 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads : — 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population : — 

(a.) To the total population ; 

(&.) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 

if any. 

TV. Their destination. 
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I . — The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 
in the following statement : — 


Ta.ble I. — Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers 
whose usual residence is situated therein ; with the proportion of such Labourer's to every 1,000 
of the population, for the years 1895, 1896, 1897, and 1898, respectively. 


PKUVINCK8 AND COUNTIES. 

| 

Migrator? Agricultural Labourer!. 


p<^ 1,000 according tn 

the 


.Numlmr tu 
1895. 

Number in 

1890. 

<umb(ir in 1 
1897. 

Number in ; 
1808. 

in 1895. 

In 1808. 

In 1897. 1 

in 1898. 

Leinster Province : 
Carlow County, 

40,936 









Dublin ,, 

419,216 















Kildare „ 

70,206 





57 







0-8 



Kilkenny „ 
King's ., 

87,261 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65,563 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Longford „ 

52,647 

15 

15 

43 

121 

0-3 

0-3 

0'8 

2-3 

Louth ,, 

71,038 

13 

17 

19 

29 

0-2 

0-2 

0-3 

0-4 

Meath „ 

76,987 





2 







— 



Queen’s „ 

64,883 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 



Westmeath ,, 

65,109 



9 







0-1 





Wexford „ 

111.778 

2 

1 

4 










Wicklow „ 

62,136 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Munster Province : 










Clare County, 

124,483 



3 

2 

2 



_ 





Cork „ 

438,432 

72 

52 

33 

25 

0-2 

0-1 

0-1 

01 

Kerry „ 

179,136 

43 

88 

115 

115 

0-2 

0-5 

0-6 

0-6 

limerick 

158,912 

9 

4 

G 

2 

0-1 

— 

— 

— 

Tipperary „ 

173,188 

6 

1 

10 

10 

— 

— 

0-1 

0-1 

Waterford „ 

98,251 

10 

11 

11 

— 

0-1 

01 

0-1 

— 

Ulster Province : 










Antrim County, 

428,128 

18 

23 

24 

16 

_ 

01 

0-1 



Armagh „ 

143,289 

168 

130 

93 

128 

1-3 

0-9 

0-6 

0-9 

Cavan ,, 

111,917 

16 

28 

18 

53 

0-1 

0-3 

0-2 

0-5 

Donegal ,, 

1S5.G35 

1,569 

2,534 

2,469 

2,770 

8-5 

13-7 

13-3 

14-9 

Down „ 

267,059 

20 

18 

16 

27 

0-1 

0-1 

0-1 

0-1 

Fermanagh „ 

74,170 

4 

11 

— 



0-1 

0-1 

— 

— 

Londonderry „ 

152,009 

21 

13 

14 

17 

0-1 

0*1 

0-1 

0-1 

Monaghan „ 

S6.20G 

47 

29 

41 

30 

0-5 

0-3 

0-5 

0-3 

Tyrone „ 

171,401 

25 

31 

36 

22 

0-1 

0-2 

0-2 

0-1 

Connaught Province ; 










Galway County, 

214,712 

1,384 

1,712 

1,797 

1,918 

6-4 

80 

8-4 

8-9 

Leitrim „ 

78,618 

294 

293 

289 

408 

3-7 

3-7 

3-7 

5-2 

Mayo „ 

219,034 

8,374 

8.SG3 

8,701 

9,519 

38-2 

40-5 

39-7 

43-5 

Roscommon „ 

114,397 

1.259 

1,461 

1,556 

1,791 

110 

12-8 

13-6 

15-7 

Sligo „ 

98,013 

750 

9G5 

881 

899 

7-7 

9-3 

90 

9-2 

Summary. 










Leinster Province, 

1,187,760 

30 

42 

125 

150 



0-1 

0-1 

Minister „ 

1,172,402 

140 

159 

177 

154 

01 

0-1 

0-2 

0-1 

Ulster „ 

1,619,814 

1,888 

2,817 

2,711 

3,063 

1-2 

1-7 

1-7 

1-9 

Connaught „ 

724,774 

12,061 

13,294 

13,224 

14,535 

16-6 

18-3 

18-2 

20-1 

Total of Ireland, . 

4,704,750 

14,119 

16,312 

16,237 

17,902 

30 

3-5 

3-5 

3-8 


The number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers returned in 1880 was 22,900 ; in 
1881—21,322 ; in 1882—16,836 ; in 1883—14,780 ; in 1884—14,413 ; in 1885—13,140; 
in 1886—12,375; in 1887—12,423; in 1888—11,723; in 1889—12,028; in 1890— 
14,081; in 1891—13,129 ; in 1892—14,783 ; in 1893—14,761 ; in 1894—15,615 ; in 
1895—14,119; in 1896—16,312; in 1897— 16,237; and in 1898—17,902. 

More than four-fifths of the entire number for 1898, namely, 14,535, are natives 
of the Province of Connaught. Of these, 9,519 come from the county of Mayo 
alone, which county furnishes over one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers. 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 5 

They were distributed among the various Poor Law Unions in Mayo ; the principal 
being Swineford, 4/262; Westport, 1,369; Claremorris, 1,240; and' Castlebar, 1,152 
(see Table II. and Table in Appendix). In 1S41 also, Mayo was the principal source of 
these migratory labourers. The numbers furnished bv the other counties of 
Connaught in 1898, are: — Galway, 1,918; Roscommon, 1,791 (including 1,560 from 
the portion of Castlereagh Union in this county) ; Sligo, 899 ; Leitrim, 4US. 


The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 3,063 : of these, 2,770 (or 90 4 per cent.) 
are natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions inthiscounty include— Glenties, 1,133; Dunfanaghy, 896; Millford, 342; Inishowen, 
241, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 2,612, showing that nearly all 
the migratory labourers of Donegal and more than 85 per cent, of all from Ulster are 
natives of the very limited area along the Donegal coast compi'ised in these four 
unions. Of the Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which 
furnishes 128, of whom 91 are natives of Newry Union. The county of Cavan 
furnishes 53 ; Monaghan, 30; Down, 27; Tyrone, 22 ; Londonderry, 17 ; and Antrim. 16. 
There were no migratory labourers from Fermanagh. 

The province of Munster furnishes 154. They are distributed as follows: — Kerry 
County, 115; Cork, 25 ; Tipperary, 10; Limerick, 2; and Clare, 2. There were no 
migratory labourers from Waterford. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 150 migratory labourers. These are natives 
of the counties of Longford and Louth, which respective^ furnish 121 and 29. There 
are this year no migratory labourers from the other counties in Leinster. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns for the year 1897, 
it will be observed that the total number of migratory labourers has increased by 1,665. 
In the province of Leinster the numbers show an increase of 25, or 200 per cent. ; in 
Munster a decrease of 23, or 13'0 per cent. In these two provinces the numbers were 
so small in 1897 and 1898 that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social 
condition of the labouring classes or on the labour market. In Ulster the number in 
1897 was 2,711, and in 1898 it is 3,063, being an increase of 352. or 13*0 per cent. 
An increase of 301 occurred in Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the 
migratory labourers of Ulster. The number for Connaught rose from 9,S77 in 1SS6 to 
10,148 in 1887 ; it fell to 9,941 in 1888, rose to 10,271 in 1389, and to 12,034 in 1890, fell 
to 11,069 in 1891, rose to 12,661 in 1892, fell to 12,589 in 1893, rose to 13,474 in 
1894, fell to 12,061 in 1895, rose to 13/294 in 1896, fell to 13,224 in 1897, and rose to 
14,535 in 1898 ; the last number showing an increase of 1,311 or 9*9 per cent., when 
compared with that for 1897. These figures show that a large number of the 
inhabitants of Connaught still pursue the avocation of migratory labourers. Mayo as 
usual heads the county list, and shows an increase of SI 8 as compared with the number 
for the county in 1897. 


XI. The proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 

in the distnets from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion ot migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population is given. It will be observed that the proportion for the 
whole of Ireland is but 3-8 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is found 
that the proportion in Connaught is 20 1 per 1,000 ; iu Ulster it is 1*9 ; in 
Munster, 0T ; and in Leinster, 0T. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the oroportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
43 -5 per 1,000 ; in Roscommon it was 157 ; in Sligo, 9 - 2 ; in Galway, 8 '9 ; and in 
Leitrim, 5 ’2. 

In Ulster, the proportion reached H'9 in Donegal, but in all of the other counties 
it -was under l'O per 1,000, and in 5 counties it was under 0'3 per 1,000. 
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In Munster the highest rate per 1,000 is 0’6 in Kerry ; no Migratory Labourers have 
been returned for Waterford, and in the other counties of this province the numbers 
are so small that they are not likely to have any important general effect. 

The respective rates for Longford and Louth (the only counties in Leinster furnishing 
any Migratory Labourers this year) are 2 - 3 and 0*4 per 1,000. 

The following are, therefore, the counties in which the influence of the migration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt : — 

Mayo, . 43-5 per 1,000. j Sligo, . 9-2 per 1,000. 

Roscommon, . . 15-7 per 1,000. Galway, 8-9 per 1,000. 

Donegal, . . 1 1*9 per 1,000. 

In Leitrim the number (5 '2 per 1,000) appears to be sufficiently large to produce 
an appreciable effect. 


Table II. — Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers (in 1898) 
whose usual Residence is situated therein ; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the Population, according to the Census of 1891. 




Population 

Migratory 

Agricultural 

Labourer,. 

1 | 



18SI. 

Number. 

per 

1,000 
^of the 

| 


Boyle, . 
Cahersiveen, . 
Callan, . 
Carlow, . 

Carriekmaeross, 


Louth nuil Meath, 

Armagh and Tyrone, 
Westmeath & Roscommon, 
Kildare and Queeu's, 

Mayo and Sligo, 

Galway and Roscommon, . 
Galway and Mayo, . 

Longford and Westmeath, 
Antrim, .... 
Antrim and Londonderry, 
Donegal, Fermanagh, and 
Leitrim, 

Clare, .... 
Dublin, . 

Carlow, KildareS; Wicklow, 
Armagh and Down, . 

Cork, .... 

Cork 

Cavan and Leitrim, . 
Antrim and Down, . 
Mayo, .... 
Tipperary, 

Roscommon and Sligo, 
Kerry, .... 
Kilkenny and Tipperary, . 
Carlow nod Queen’s, 
Monaghan, 

Leitrim and Roscommon, . 
Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 
Waterford, . 

Tipperary, 

Armagh and Monaghan, . 
Kilkenny, 

Tyrone 

Mayo aud Roscommon, 

, Cork 

Dublin, Kildare, & Meath, 

Mavo 

Galway, .... 

Tipperary, 

M onaghan and Tyrone, 
Cork, . . 


- - Clones, . 

1 - Clonmel, . 

- - Coleraine, 

1 1 0*2 Cookstowu, 

21 0-7 Cootehill, 

- Cork, . 

616 22-5 Corrofln, . 

254 10-3 Delvin', 1 

Dingle, . 

14 10 *■ 

- - Donegal. . 

- - Downpatrick, 

I - Drogheda, 

Dromore, West, 

- Dublin, North, 

- - Dublin, South, 

- Dundalk, 

~2l 0-4 

- - Dunfuuaghy, 

Dungannon, 

1 10 5*3 Dunmanway. 

Duushaughlin, 
37 G 26*2 Edenderry, 

Ennis, . 

261 7*4 Enniscortliy, 

fi 0*3 

- - Enniskillen, 

II I 0*5 Enniatimon, 

1G2 7*3 Galway' 

Glennumaddy, 

- Glenties, . 


1,900 50*7 Inishowen, 

- - Irvines town, 

2 - Kanturk, 


- Kells, . 
1,240 43 6 Kenmare, 

68 3*3 Kilkeel, . 

7 0*4 Kilkenny, 

3 0*2 Killadyserl, 


Fermanagh and Monachal 
Tipperary and Waterford, 
Antrim nnd Londonderry. 
Tyrone, . 

Cavan and Monaghan, 


I Donegal 

Louth and Meath, 

Sligo 

Dublin, . 

Dublin, . 

Armagh, Louth, and Mon- 
aghan, . 

Donegal, . ■ . . 

Tyrone, . 

Waterford, 

Cork 

Dublin and Meath, . 
Kildare, King's, and Meath, 


Cavan, Fermanagh, 
Tyrone, 

Clare, 

Cork, 

Galway! • 

Donegal, . 


20,108 

25,533 

38,719 6 0*2 

111,486 942 51*0 


26,944 1 4 0*5 

30,459 241 7*9 

15,268 

28,171 1*2 0*5 
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Table II.— Showing by Poem Law Uxioss the Number of Migeatory Agricultural Labourers, to.— continued. 


Killala, . 
Kitlaraev, 
Kilmacthoraat 
KijlnaHock, 

Letterkenny, 

Limavady, 

Limerick, 

Lisburn, . 

Licmore, . 

Limaskea, 

Listowel, 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 


Mallow, . 

Manorhatniiton, 

Middleton, 

Millford, . 

Millstreet, 

Mitchelstown, 

Muhill, . 

Mouncbellew, 

Monntmellick, 

Mullingar, 

Naas, 

Nt mil'll, , 

Newcastle, 

New Koss, 


-ountice in which Situated. 


: : 

'V aterford, 

Cork and Limerick, 
Clare, 

Cork. . . 

Antrim, . 

Donegal, . , 

Londonderry, . 
Clare and Limerick, 


Fermanagh, 

Kerry and Limerick, 
Donegal and Londonderry, 
Longford, . 

Galway, . 

Antrim, Armagh, & Down, 
Cork, . . 

Londonderry, . 

Cork, 

Cork!" 1 ’ ! 

Donegal, . 

Cork, . . 

Cork and Limerick, 

Monaghan, 

Galway, . 

King's and Queen's, 

Westmeath, 

Kildare and Wicklow, 



Tipperary, 

Limerick, . , 

Carlow, Kilkenny.and We 
ford, 


8,342 

28,168 

31,423 

18,823 

33,370 

13,950 

23,369 

68,992 


15,124 

18,074 

39,121 

60,021 

24,964 

22,244 

58,155 

26,088 

44,976 

23,405 

25,465 

23.993 

21,808 

12,163 

15,742 

22.471 

30,452 

16,477 

31,451 

30,614 

364)78 

16,099 


Pooa Law L'.vmss. 


Oldcastle, 
Omagh, . 
Oughterard, 

Fortumua, 

Rathdnwn, 

Rathdmm, 

Rathkcale, 


Skibbereen, 

Skull, . 

Sligo, 

Stmbane, 

Stranorlar. 

Strokestown, 

Swine ford. 


1 ipperary, 
Tolwrcun-v, 
Tralee, 


UrlingforJ, 

Waterford, 

S’ufi 

Vougkal, . 


Cou utic* iu which Sitoated. 


Galway, . 

King's and Tipperary, 
Galway, . 

Dublin and Wicklow, 
Wicklow, 

Galway and Rojcommoi 
King's, Queer's, am 
Tipperary, . 

Clare and Galway, . 
Carlow, Wexford", & Wick- 1 

Cork,’ 

Cork, 

Sligo, 

. . Donegal and Tyrone, 

" * 

Maro, 

Kilkenny, 

Tipperary, 

Limerick and Tipperary, 

Sligo, 

Kerry, 

Meath, 

Galway, . 

Clare. 

King's and Westmeath, 

Kilkenny, Queen's, an 
Tipperary, 

K itkenuy and Waterford, 


17,247 

44.387 

184)75 

28,044 

10,263 

56,079 

27,826 

17,627 

17 . 56 ! 


411.261 
1 4,876 
25.613 

35.786 
' 42,210 

44.787 
16,011 
34,630 
11,695 
24,351 


J a. 

| of the 

iPopnla- 


The following statement shows the proportion of Migratory Labourers in all those 
Poor Law Unions where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population, according to the 
Census of 1891. 


Poor Law Uxioss. 

Coon lies In which lituated. 

per 

i.ouo. 

Poor. Law Unions. 

Counties in which situated. 

t.ci'o. 

Swineford, 

Mayo, . 

88-3 

Tobereurry, 

Sligo, . 


Dunfanaghy, , 

Donegal, . 

57-2 

Belmullet, . 

Mavo, 

26-2 

Glennamaddy, . 

Galway, . 

51-0 

Ballina, 

Mayo and Sligo, 

22-5 

Castlereagh, 

Mayo & Roscommon, 

50-7 

Mountbellew, 

Galwav, . 

16-7 

Claremorris, 

Mayo, 

43-6 

Millford, . 

Donegal, . 

15-7 

Castlebar, . 
Westport, . 
Glenties, . 

Mayo, 

39-8 

Tuam, 

Galwav, . 

14-6 

Mayo, . 
Donegal, . 

36-6 

331 

Ballinrobe, 

Galway and Mayo, . 

10-3 


The proportion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light, for it is found that 
no less than 18'3 per cent of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
6 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 5 9 per cent.; in Donegal, 5 '6; in Sligo, 3*6; in 
Galway, 3‘4 ; in Leitrim, 2'0 ; in no other county does it reach 1 per cent. 
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Table III. — Showing for each County and Province the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourer's in 1808 
whose usual Residence is situated therein j the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, 
according to the Census of 1891, and tire proportion of Migratory Labourers to every 100 of the latter number. 





Migratory Agricultural 



Migratory Agricultural 1 

PROVINCES AN 

Coiixtiju. 

Males JO yean. 


’ 

Pruvxkcis axd Comma*. 

Miles 20 years 

Liuou 

era. 



upwards. 


Rite 


upwards. 

Number. 

Rat** 








per emu 

Leinster Province : 




Ulster Province : 




Carlow Countv, 

11,837 



__ 

Antrim Countv, 

107,391 

16 


Dublin 


112,578 

— 

— 

Armagh 

37,618 

128 

0-3 

Kildare 


23,042 





Cavan „ 

31,087 

53 

0-2 

Kilkenny 

King’s 


24,556 

— 

— 

Donegal „ 

49,752 

2,770 

5-6 


19,359 

— 

— 

Down „ 

68,121 

27 



Longford 


14,864 

121 

0-8 

Fermanagh „ 

21,544 

— 

— 

Louth 


19,239 

29 

0-2 

Londonderry ,, 

40,637 

17 



Meath 


23,090 

— 

— 

Monaghan 

24,592 

30 

0-1 

Queen’s 


19,242 

— 

— 

Tvrone 

48,782 

22 



Westmeath 


19,925 



— 





Wexford 


32,036 





Connaught Province : 




Wicklow 


17,839 

- 

— 

Galway County, 

55,885 

1,918 

3-4 






Leitrim ,, 

20,571 

408 

2'0 






Mayo „ 

52,047 

9,519 

1S-3 






Roscommon „ 

30,253 

1,791 

5-9 

Munster Province : 




Sligo 

25,133 

899 

3-0 

Clare County, 

Cork ,, 

33,444 

117,957 

2 

25 

- 

Summary. 




Kerry 


45,027 

115 

0-3 

Leinster Province, . 

337,607 

150 

— 

Limerick 


42,357 

2 

— 

Munster „ 

313,953 

154 

— 

Tipperary 


48,696 

10 



Ulster „ 

429.524 

3,063 

0-7 

Waterford 


26,472 


— 

Connaught „ 

183, SS9 

14,535 

7-9 






Total op Ireland, . 

1,264,973 

17,902 

1-4 


III. — The social position of the Irish Migratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder ; and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table IV. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
17,902 Irish migratory labourers 13,392 or 74‘8 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-ceutage of migratory labourers who are not landholders, is shown by provinces 
in the following statement : — 


Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Leinster, 

Minister, 


731 
81-2 
86 0 
94-8 


The landholding migratory labourers are proportionally more numerous in 
Connaught than elsewhere, and the average amount of land held by those wbo are 
landholders is greatest in that Province. The number of landholders j the number 
having over five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres : and the 
per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 


Connaught, . 

Number of Migratory 
Labourers who are Landholders. 

3,906 

Holders of 

3,489 

Not exceeding 
live acres. 

417 

Per-centage not 
exceeding live acres. 

10-7 

Ulster, 

. •' . 575 

467 

108 

1S-3 

Munster, 

8 

3 

5 

62-3 

Leinster, 

21 

12 

9 

42-9 


A further reference to Table T V. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be borne in mind. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the condition of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bears pretty much the same ratio as when 
considered by provinces : the proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Tanle in the Appendix. It will be observed that of the 
9,519 natives of Mayo, 2,910, or 30’6 per cent., are landholders, and that of these 2,910 
only 309, or 3 0 ‘6 per cent., occupy holdings not exceeding five acres. 
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Table IV. — Showing, by Provinces, the number of Migrator}' Agricultural Labourers in LS9S. 
not Landholders : also the number having Land, and the Size of their Holdings. 


Classification o( Holding* in 


ruov 

1-VCtS. 



Statute Acres. 



UuMr. 

drier. 

Con caught. 


No. of Migratory Agricultural 
Labourers not Landholders, 

12S 

146 

2,488 

10,620 

13.392 

No. having : — 

Holdings not exceeding 1 acre, 

3 

3 


23 


Do. above 1 i „ « I 

2 acres, . 

l 

1 

13 

32 

47 

Do. „ 2 1 

= 

3 

— 




80 

111 

Do. „ 3,1 g 

4 ., 

2 



32 

134 

168 

Do. 4| 

- 

5 ” 

3 

1 

35 

142 

181 

Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 

9 


10S 

417 

539 

Holdings above 5 


’10 acres. 

8 

i 

174 

1,333 

1,518 

Do. ., 10 

u 

15 „ . 

3 


SC 

1,006 


Do. 1 5 

g= 

20 „ . 




02 

600 

092 

Do. „ 20 

r £ 

25 „ . 





21 

243 

264 

Do. „ 25 

“ a 

30 „ . 

— 


2G 

132 

15S 

Do. „ 30 


40 „ . 

— 

— 

20 

98 

118 

Do. above 40 acres 


1 

— 

48 

73 

124 

Gross Total, 



150 

154 

3.0G3 

14.535 

17,902 


IV . — The destination of the migratory labourers is the next point requiring special 
attention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 


Provinces. 


Elsewhere In Ireland. England. 


Scotland. 


Leinster, 

Munster, 

Ulster, 

Connaught, 


65 34 51 

130 21 3 

156 151 2,750 

124 13,594 817 


Total, 


475 


13,800 3,62; 


It appeal's that 77*1 per cent, sought work in England. 20-3 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 2 - 6 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 150 labourers. So sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 65, or 43‘3 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 154 labourers, 24 sought work in Great Britain, and 130, or 84*4 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster oi the 3,063 labourers, 2,907 sought work in Great Britain {151 in England, 
and 3,756 in Scotland), and 156, or 51 per cent., sought employment m Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 14,535 labourers, 14,411 sought work In Great Britain (only 8 17 
of these iu Scotland), and but 124, or 0-9 per cent, in Ireland. 


The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Railway has, with his usual kindness, 
furnished the statistics of “Harvestmen” travelling over that Company s lines to 
Dublin, which will be found in the Appendix, p. 17, and the authorities ot the 
Waterford, Limerick and Western Railway have also courteously supplied ngures 
regarding Harvestmen booked from their- stations. The customary returns from the 
various provincial ports have been collected by the emigration enumerators, and a 
summary thereof is given on page 16. 

From the two statements referred to (the Railway andPort Statistics) it would appear 
that 37,709 labourers travelled as Passengers journeying to seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. j. 
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It will be observed that this number is much greater than the number of mi^ratorv 
labourers shown in the Tables compiled from the Returns made by the Enumerators 
of Agricultural Statistics. In considering this difference there are many facts to be 
borne in mind. Thus, a large number of the agricultural labourers who migrate 
annually to England pay two visits, and this is an element which it is impossible 
accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns: on inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “ about 2,000 go twice each 
year,” but the Emigration Returns contain no information on this point. Again, there 
are doubtless many persons who, at the time of the collection of the information by the 
Enumerators of Agricultural Statistics, did not intend to migrate, but whom cir- 
cumstances subsequently led to do so, and it is equally probable that the Emigration 
Returns include many persons who are town labourers, not agricultural labourers. 


1 have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant. 


THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 


General Register Office, 

Chaflewont House, Dublin, 

8 tli October, 1898. 
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II 


APPENDIX. 


Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricnltur.il Labourers, whose usual Residence is 
situated therein ; the Area of their Holdings in Statute Acres ; the place in which they aoujii .:-r intended tn s.-k Employ, 
uient ; and the Number who had not left their Homes at the rime (month of June. 1S9S| tho'Emuu-iators took the Returns. 


Province of Leinster. 



l S 


Kim 

“•a' 1 ' 

Migratory 

oniciaTi'RAt Laruirehs havi 
their HOUSINGS. 

0 Lasc 

ami aria nr 



VV'uaa 

ElirtOTlD. 

RKJ 


II 

III 

1 

] 

{j 

|l 

.7 

I 1 

gt 

;s 

if 

it 

i! 


e . 
If i 

|l 

u 

11 

If 

s S 
< 

j i 

5 f. 
£ “ 

|1 

if 

|f 

S* 

ef 

i i 

J, 

|| j 

i 

il 

i 

1 

j 

l 

J 

f 

1 

Carlow County. 

IlU.TINGI.4SS, port of, . 

Enmscohiht, ,1 
New Hoss, „ 

Shillelagh, „ 







. 






: : 
: i : 


: : : 



Total, 


















Dublin County. 

Balboth ery, 
Celbkidge, part of, 
Dublin, North, . 
Dcbux, South, . 
Donshaoghlin, part of, 
Rathuown, „ . 




■ 


• 







; 




i 

: 



Total, 




















Kildare County. 

Athv, part of, . 

Baltixglass, „ 
Celrridge, „ 
Eoenderkt, „ 

Naas, 














• 

: 


; 

; 

: 

■ 

















• 





• 

Kilkenny County. 
Cal UK, part of, 

Carrick-on-Soir, „ 
Castlecomer, 

■V ew Ross, part of, 

ThOHASTOV.N, 

U klinuford, part of, . 


! 

: 



• 









■ 



. 


Total, 

— 



T 

I- 


— 





__ 

_ 

_ 

—1— 

_ _ 


— 1- 



King's County. 

Eoexderry, part of, . 
Mountmellick, „ 
Pausosstovvn, „ 

Tollamore, „ 







: 

. 

; 





: 

. 





Tnrll 




r 





• 







‘ ■ ' 

•J ' 

Longford County. 

BallyiiahoN, part of, . 
Graxakd, „ 

Longford, . 

’11 





'i 


i 

6 






’i 

'u 

107 

’ 9 

47 

in 

51 

’ 5 
BO 

93 









— 

— 






*1 « 



Total, 

106 





i 

5 











— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 













Xioutb County. 

Ardee, part of, 

Drogheda, „ 
Dundalk, „ 

Total, 





‘i 


'a 

1 

i 


: 




29 

25 

: 

■« 


23 


~T 


r 

“a 

A 

r 









_ 

— 

“1 ' 


' 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &.c. continued 


POOB LAW UNIONS. 


ZUcatk County. 

Aiidck, part of, 

CkLORIDOB. „ 

Drogheda. „ 

Dunsiiauuiilik, „ 
Eden dgrby, „ 

Navan, 

OtDCASTI.E, pan Of 

•l'niM, . 


Queen's County. 

Abiikyi.rix, 

Atu v. part of, 
Carlow, . 

Mountmkli.ick, part o 

Rosens*. „ 

Crlinopord, ., 


WostmoatU Co. 

Athlonp., part of, 
Ballymahon, „ 
Delvin, 

GranaKD. part of, 


Mullingar, . 

T U LL AMOItK, part i 

Topai, 


Wexford County. 

Enniscortiiy, part of, 


Nsw Koss, part of, 


Shillelagh, 

Wexford, 


Total, 


Wicklow County. 

Baltin-class, part of, 


Naas, 

Rathdowi 


Killadtskht, 

Ki music, 

Limerick, part of, 


SCARRI 

TULLA, 


Total, 


Cork County, E.R. 

Bandon, part of, . 


Cork, . 

Permoy, 

Kanturk, . 
Kiliiallock, part of, 

Macroom, „ 
Mallow, 
Middleton, 
Millstrrei, part of, 
Mitch klstown, „ 
Youoiial, „ 


Total, 


gitisation Unit 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, Ac. continued. 



KaTIIKEM.Iv, . 

Tipperary, part of. 


Total, 


Tipperary Co., MX 

Borrisokaxe, . . | 

Parsoxstowx, part of, . 
Koscrea, 

Tipperary, part of, 


Tipperary Co., S.Jt. 

Calux, pt. of, 

Caurick-ox-Soir, „ 

Clouueex, 

Clonmel, part of, 
Tipperary, „ 
Uruxqford, „ 


Total, 


Waterford County. 

Carri cu-ox-S cir, pt . of, 
Clonmel, „ 

Duncaryax, 
Kilmacthomas, . 
LlSMORE, 

Waterford, part of, . 
Yoi'ghal, „ 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &c. continued. 


Province of Ulster. 
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Table showing, by Counties anti Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, Ac.— continue!. 


15 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourer's, etc. continual. 



Return showing the Number of Labourers who left each of the undermentioned Ports from the 
1st January, 1898, to the 31st August, 1S98, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 



January. 

February. 

x *“- 

April. 

May. 


July. August. 

Tula! to 
tlip end of 

Balliua, 

3 

8 

14 

51 

62 

33 

3 33 

207 

Belfast. . 

260 

374 

414 

537 

1,069 

354 

41 i 84 

3,123 

Coleraine, . 

8 

7 

20 

3 

29 

9 

ii : o 

102 

Cork. 

42 

46 

71 

136 

87 

95 

74 73 

624 

Drogheda, . 

16 

4 

11 

9 

19 

13 

11 7 

90 

Duuilalk, . 

40 

25 

27 

77 

52 

1,911 

28 25 

2,185 

Galway, 






. 



Greenore, . 

64 

83 

65 

41 

63 

106 

14 12 

448 

Larne, 

116 

111 

120 

113 

130 

154 

109 210 

1,123 

Limerick, . 



1 

2 

1 


is ; * 

29 

Londonderry, 

350 

333 

356 

505 

548 

548 

520 392 

3,552 

Newrv, 

40 

21 

11 

47 

57 

83 

40 32 

331 

Portrusk, . 

1 

1 

. 

3 


1 


6 

Sligo, 

69 

62 

102 

171 

143 

295 

104 ! 42 

9SS 

Waterford, 

16 

13 

13 

21 

3 

5 

5 

75 

Westport, . 

6 

14 

9 

135 

54 

251 

2S 

497 

Wexford, . 

4 

3 

1 

8 

5 

8 

21 18 

68 

Total, 

1,024 

1,105 

1,235 

1,865 

2,322 

3,868 

1,090 i 941 

13.450 
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Number of Harvestmen conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway System from the 
undermentioned Stations to Dublin, during the Season of 1898. 


Station. 

Number 

of 

Harvestmen. 

Poor Law Union. 

<w,. 

Attvmon, . 

1 

Loughrea, . 

Galway. 

Atblone, 

75 

Athlone, 

Roscommon. 

Ballinasloe. 

SO 

Ballinasloe, 

Gal wav. 

Wood lawn, 

31 ti 

Do. 

Do. 

Athenrv, 

635 

Loughrea, 

Do. 

Dun onion, . 

511 

Roscommon, 

Do. 

Longford, 

58 

Longford. . 

Longford. 

Diumoct. 

56 

Moliill, . 

Leitrim. 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

53 

Carrick-on-Shannon, . 

Do. 

Boyle, 

131 

Boyle, 

Roscommon. 

Ballvmote, . 

637 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Sligo, ... 

18 

Do. 

Do. 

Bnllysadare, 

12 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Edniondatown, . 

44 

Castlereagli, 

Maya 

Ball aglnulor rccn , 

2,771 

Do. 

Do. 

Roscommon, 

392 

Roscommon, 

Roscommon. 

Ballymoe, 

431 

Gleunauuvldy, . 

Galway. 

Castlereagli, 

558 

Castlereagli, 

Roscommon. 

Ballinlongh, 

1,204 

Do. 

Do. 

Ballyhaunis, 

2,992 

Claremoms, 

Mavo. 

Claremorris, 

4,751 * 

Do. 

Do. 

Balia, 

392 

Castlebar, . 

Do. 

Manulla, 

131 

Do. 

Ilo. 

Castlebar, . 

1,089 

Do. 

Do. 

Westjjort, . 

919 

"Westport, . 

Do. 

Fox ford, 

1,602 

•Swineford, 

Do. 


1.419 

Ballina, 

Do. 

Gollooney, . 

7 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Kilfree, 

404 

Boyle, 

Do. 


27 

Killtvlo, . 

Mavo. 

Ballimobc, 

170 

Jiallinrolie, 

Do. 

Hollymount, 

82 

Do. 

Do. 

Newport, . 

257 

Westport, . 

Do. 

Ballyvary, . 

859 

Castlebar, . 

Do. 

Achill Sound, 

731 

Westport . 

Do. 

Mallaranny, 

454 

Do. 

Do. 

Total, . 

24,259 




• Including 3,099 Harveetmon booked from stations on the Waterford, Lime nor, and W extern Railway— viz., I.03B trom KiltUnagb 
Station, 1873 from Swineford, 403 from Charlestown, fit! irom Curry, 116 from Tobercurry. ana 3 from Corrowmore. 
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Dublin Castle, 


1 1th October , 1898. 


Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt or' your Letter of the 8 th instant, 
forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Report 
and Tables relating to Migratory Agricultural Labourers, 1898. 


I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

D. HARREL 


The Registrar- General, 

Chari emont House, 
Dublin. 


Dublin : Printed for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

By Alex. Thom & Co. (Limited), 87, 88 & 89 Abbey-street, 

The Queen’s Printing Office. 
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